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Nearly 600 families await adoption — Deadline extended until Dec. 12

TOPEKA, KAN. – Less than two weeks remain for more than 570 families (out of the 2,400 that have registered) to be adopted through this year’s Christmas Bureau. Volunteers have done their best with trying to match families with adopters but as the deadline to adopt a family approaches, it still leaves hundreds of families worried about how they may spend their Christmas.

“We get calls every day from families wanting to know if they have been adopted yet. We originally asked them to give us until Dec. 5 to try to get them adopted before they checked with us, but many are worried whether there will be gifts under their trees for their children,” said Meredith Muller, Christmas Bureau Assistant Coordinator. 

“We pushed the date to Dec. 12th so we can get as many people adopted as possible. The really hard part about this time of year is that we don’t know if we will get everyone adopted. This year in particular, we don’t know if we will have enough donated funds to be able to buy gifts and food for those who are not adopted. We would hate to have to tell some families that they didn’t get adopted and we are unable to help this holiday season,” said Muller.

In addition to adopters, cash donations are also needed to provide gifts for families who do not end up getting adopted. United Way has a family cost table on its Christmas Bureau web page to help people determine what size of a family they would like to adopt. To view the family cost, adopt a family or make a donation visit www.unitedwaytopeka.org/christmas. 
ABOUT UNITED WAY
United Way brings together people, companies and nonprofits to create positive sustainable change in our community. By focusing on education, income and health, we help more children graduate and get stable jobs, help families become financially stable and improve the overall health of our community. United Way remains dedicated to Basic Needs including food, shelter, rent and utilities, health and prescription access and safety from domestic violence.  

For more than 80 years United Way of Greater Topeka has been improving and changing lives. Since 1980, United Way has invested more than $105 million into the community. 
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